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SECOND REPORT. 



The select COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into tlie state 
of the Roads from Holyhead to London ; into the Regulations for 
the conveyance of His Majesty’s Mail between London and 
Dublin ; and also into all Orders and Regulations concerning the 
Packets sailing from the Port of Dublin, for the conveyance of 
Passengers. Goods, and Merchandize to England and Wales ; 
and to report the same, with their Observations thereupon, 
from time to time, to The House ; — and who were instructed to 
inquire into the Regulations by which the Mails from England 
are conveyed from Diiblm to the interior of Ireland, — and to 
whom the several Reports were referred, which, upon the 26th 
day of March and the 9th day of June 1810, and upon the 30th 
day of May 1811, were made from the Committees appointed 
to inquire into the state of the Roads from Shrewsbury to 
Holyhead ; and the Report which, upon the 8th day of June 
1811, was made from the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the expediency of the Exemption from Toll granted to Mail 
Coaches in Great Britain ; and also the Report which, upon the 
23th day of June 1813, was made from the Select Committee 
to whom the several Accounts and Papers presented to the 
House in 1811 and 1812, relating to the Public Income and 
Expenditure of Ireland, were referred : — Have, pursuant to the 
Orders of The House, further inquired into the Matters to them 
referred, and have agreed to the following REPORT: 



Y our Committee having completed their inquiry into the state of 
Roads from Holyhead to London, next proceeded, pursuant to the 
orders of the House, to inquire into the Regulations for the conveyance of 
His Majesty’s Mail, between London and Dublin ; and the further con- 
veyance of it from Dublin to the interior of Ireland; and als into 
the Regulations concerning the Packets sailing from the port of Dublin, 
for the conveyance of passengers, goods, and merchandize to England and 
Wales. 

It appears from the evidence of Mr. Freeling, the Secretary to the Post 
Office, that the Irish Mail is dispatched from the General Post Office at 
8 o’clock in the evening. That the Coach which carries it passes through 
the towns of Oxford, Birmingham and Shrewsbury, and arrives at 1 o’clock, 
p. m. the second day at Holyhead, travelling over 276 1 miles in 41 hours, 
being at the rate of 6 i miles an hour 

The Mail is sent off one hour after its arrival at Holyhead on board a 
Post Office Packet for Dublin, where it commonly arrives in the course 
of the following day ; being the third from the day of its leaving London -j'. 

That 



/ 
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That part of it which is for the interior of Ireland is dispatched from 
the Irish Post Office by the several Mail Coaches at 8 o’clock each evening. 

Your Committee have examined those persons who are the most com- 
petent to give them information, in order to ascertain what improvements 
might be adopted for the more expeditious conveyance of this Mail : and 
it appears from their evidence, that if the Coach which carries it was sent 
through Co^'cntryto Birmingiiam, instead of -through Oxford, as it is now 
sent, a saving in point of distance might be made of 10 miles, and a 
corresponding. saving in point of time*. 

It appears from a Time Bill which has been prepared at the General 
Post Office, on the supposition that a Mail Coach was to be established to 
run through Coventry, Birmingham, and Shrewsbury to Holyhead, and 
to transact no other Post Office business besides that belonging to Ireland, 
and to the Towns intermediate between Shrewsbury and Holyhead, that 
such a Coach would arrive at Holyhead at 1 1 o’clock a. m. instead of 
1 o’clock p. m. the hour at which it now arrives there, travelliug over 265 1- 
. miles in 39 hours, being at the rate of little more than 6 i miles an hour-f-. 
But it appears to your Committee, that by a better arrangement of tlie time 
and places of stopping to accommodate the passengers, and by not going 
round through the town of Wellington, a .saving of one hour might be 
made of this time, and therefore that the Coach might arrive at Holyhead 
at 1 0 o’clock in the morning. 

But as the whole Road is sufficiently good, except the last 80 miles to 
Holyhead, to admit of a faster rate of travelling than 6 1 miles an hour, 
your Committee are of opinion that the journey might be performed in 
37 hours without any difficulty — namely, at a rate of 7i miles an hour 
for 1S4 miles, viz. as ffir as Llangollen, and at a rate of 6i an hour from 
thence to Holyhead 

Another very great improvement may be made in expediting the con- 
veyance of the Mail to Dublin by establishing Howth Harbour as the 
Packet station. 

Mr. Rennie, the Engineer employed in constructing this harbour, has 
inforhied your Committee, that the Packets may make use of it during 
the ensuing summer months, and that It will be sufficiently completed by 
next April to serve as a permanent station for them^. 

The average time of making the passage from Holyhead to the Pigeon 
House Dock in the Harbour of Dublin is 20 hours, and from the Pigeon 
House to Holyhead 17 hours jj. 

The probable average time of making the passage to Howth Harbour, 
(according to the evidence of Mr. Lees, the Secretary to the Irish Post 
Office, who tried the experiment two years ago) of sending the Mails for 
two months from Howth will probably be not much more than ten 
hours. 

If therefore the Mail Coach shall be brought to Holyhead by nine 
o'clock in the morning, the Mail may be dispatched on board the Packet 
at ten, and it will on an average arrive at Howth the same evening, being 
the second evening after its departure from London. 

Mr. Lees has informed your Committee that the arrival of the English 
Mail at Howth at this time would enable the Dublin Post Office to give 
the letters the same evening to such of the inhabitants of Dublin who 
might apply for them at the Office; and that bv sending- ofi the ttish 
^ ^ Ma^l 
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Mail Coaches at ten o’clock instead of at eight,- the letters for the interior 
might also be dispatched that evening to the country. 

The effect of these improvements, if adopted, will be the delivery of 
the Dublin letters on the second evening from London, in place of on the 
third day ; and the dispatch of the letters for the country on the second 
instead of on the third night. 

Your Committee having thus explained the manner in which the Mail 
may be conveyed with more expedition to Ireland, will now proceed to show 
what improvements will follow from similar regulations in carrj’ing the Irish 
correspondence to London and the interior of England. 



According to the present regulations, the letters from the interior of 
Ireland arrive at the Dublin Post Office at six o’clock in the morning ; 
those for England, together with the Dublin letters for England, are dis- 
patched for Holyhead from the Post Office, between the hours of six and 
ten o’clock in the evening, according as the tide serves for crossing Dublin 
bar *. 

The Mail Coach leaves Holyhead at 12 at noon, and arrives at London 
at 7 o clock the second morning, travelling 2761 miles in 43 hours, being 
at a rate of less than 6 1 miles an hour. 



* Mr. Lees' 
Evidence, p. 4 



It appears from an Account of the Mails that have not arrived in London Appendix. No. 3, 
on the days when due, between ist January 1814, and the 1 st January 1815, 
that out of 31S dispatched from ihe Dublin Office, 171 only arrived in due 
time; of those which did not arrive, 44 would have arrived if the journey 
from Holyhead to London had been performed in 37 hours ; because the 
Coach would not have departed from Holyhead in that case, till 6 o’clock 
in the evening, and it appears from this account, that this number of Mails 
arrived at Holyhead in the year 1814, between 12 at noon and 6 in the 
evening. 

Had the Packets sailed from Howth, a still greater number would most 
probably have been in time. 

As the correspondence between the interior of Ireland and England is 
of very great importance, your Committee are of opinion, that instead of 
suffering it to lie 12 hours in the Dublin Post Office after its arrival in 
Dublin, according to the present system, it ought to be brought into 
Dublin 2 hours sooner than it now arrives there, and be dispatched by a 
Packet to sail every morning from Howth for Holyhead. If the Mail 
Coach shall not leave Holyhead till 6 in the evening, such a Packet leavino- 
Howth at 6 o’clock in the morning would constantly arrive with this 
correspondence in time to be sent off that evening for London. 

But besides this advantage which would be gained by a Packet sailing 
’ every morning, as well as every evening, of getting the correspondence of 

; the interior forwarded 24 hours ; a similar advantage would also be obtained 

^ by such a proceeding to the general correspondence between Dublin and 

England, by affording an opportunity of sending answers from Dublin 
each morning to the letters received each preceding evening from 
; England. 

J On the whole, your Committee beg leave to observe, that the general 

> result of such regulations as shall bring the Mail in 37 hours, between 

London and Holyhead respectively, and establish the Packets at Howth, 

I tvlll he a saving in the time now requisite for receiving an answer to a let- 

i- 'written in England to Dublin, of 24 hours; and a saving of 48 hours 

) m receiving an answer to a letter written in England to any place in the 

^ interior of Ireland. They therefore strongly urge the expediency of not 

(I 395- K. suffering 
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suffering any consideration of minor importance to prevent the immediate 
adoption of these regulations. 

It is necessary to observe, that the alteration of the time of the arrival 
and departure of the London Mail at and from Holyhead will require an 
alteration in the time of the arrival and departure of the Chester and 
Holyhead Mail Coach. The correspondence between Ireland and Chester, 
and those parts of England north of Chester, is not carried by the 
Chester coach, but by the Shrewsbury and Holyhead coach as far 
as a place called Whitehurst, between Llangollen and Oswestry, and 
from tlience by a Curt to Chester, where it arrive.s in time for the de- 
parture of the Liverpool and Manchester Mail Coaches*. The same 
correspondence is brought every night in the same way to Whitehurst, in 
time to go on to Holyhead by the London and Holyhead Mail Coach. 

If this Coach was to leave Holyhead much later than 12 o'clock at noon, 
or to arrive there much earlier than 1 o’clock, it would pass Whitehurst 
too lute going to Shrewsbur}', and too early going to Holyhead to allow 
the iVIails from and to Chester to be carried by it in .such time as would 
answer the departure and arrival of the Liverpool and ?»Ianchester Mail 
Coaches at and from Chester ; but this inconvenience can at once be 
avoided by making the Chester and Holyhead Mail Coach carry those 
Mails. 

Such an arrangement would not admit of this Coach continuing to be 
as it now is, a Mail Coach from Holyhead through Chester to London, 
nor would it answer the purpose of carrying the correspondence between 
London and the Welsh Towns intermediate between Bangor and Chester ; 
but if this correspondence is of sufficient importance to justify the ex- 
pense, an additional Mail Coach ought to be established between Chester 
and Holyhead. 

Your Committee have also to observe that a new arrangement will be 
necessary when the Holyhead Mail Coach shall be sent through Coventry 
to Birmingham, for getting forward that correspondence for Ireland which 
is now brought into O.xford every night by the Worcester, Gloucester and 
Bath Mail Coaches, and also that for Ireland from the towns intermediate 
between Oxford and Birmingham, which now goes on every morning 
from Oxford by the Holyhead Mail Coach, because the London and 
Shrewsburv IMail Coach through Oxford, (which it is proposed to continue) 
•will not arrive at Birmingham before tlie departure of this new Coach for 
Holyhead. It appears however from Mr. Freeling’s evidence, that all this 
correspondence arrives sufficiently early in Oxford to allow of its being 
carried to Towcester on the Coventry Road in time to go forward by this 
proposed Holyhead Coach through Coventry -f-. 

The only correspondence that would not then go forward as it now 
docs, would be that for Ireland, which is collected by the Worcester and 
Tloljhead Mail Coaches on the two Roads to Oxford by Uxbridge and 

.-s Henley J. 

Your Committee place great stress on this circumstance, becaii.se it will 
be seen by a reference to Mr. Freeling’s evidence, on the plan of sending 
the HoUbead Mail Coach through Coventry to Birmingham, that he says, 
that as a Post Office measure, lie does not conceive the Post Master 
General would be justified in accelerating the Mail to Dublin, in the 
manner proposed, because a considerable part of the correspondence of 
various parts of Great Britain, with other parts, and also with Ireland, 
must be detained 24 hours§. 

But 
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But when Mr. Freeling is asked to explain the exact nature of this 
Correspondence, and whether or not it might be brought in time to 
Towcester for the Holyhead Coach, he says, “The expense of 300/. per 
“ annum in forwarding it would reduce the evil to leaving behind the 
correspondence from Oxford to London, on the 2 roads before pointed 
“ out.’' * 



Your Committee feel, no doubt, that means might be devised for 
bringing up to London, every evening, the essential part of tais corres- 
pondence, namely, that from the Schools of Eton and Harrow, in time to 
be dispatched at the usual hour from the General Post Ofllce by the Holy- 
head Mail Coach ; but if it could not bo so brought up, they conceive 
that this circumstance ought not to stand in the way ot a measure which 
will expedite the correspondence between all England and Dublin, 24 hours, 
and that between all England and the interior of Ireland, 48 hours. 

In order to secure, a.s far as possible, the certainty of the regular 
arrival of the Holyhead Mail Coach at Holyhead and London respec- 
tivelv, Your Committee recommend, that a distinct Coach should be 
established to carry only the Irish Letters, and the Letters to and from 
the towns of Birmingham and Shrewsburj', and those towns intermeaiale 
between Shrewsbury and Holyhead. 

It appears from the evidence of Mr. Freeling, that the expense of an FreeliuR'a 
additional Coach to and from Holyhead would be 1,600/. p8^ T • i.;,vi(ience, p. 49 * 

but the present Coach from Shrewsbury to Holyhead, would only require 
to be newly regulated to carry the Mail that part of the line : and as 
there is at present a di.stinct Coach for carrying the Birmingham I..etters 
through Coventry to London, and from Coventry ta Birmingham, in 
point of fact, the only new expense that would be necessary in order to 
set up the proposed Coach for Holyhead, would be the expense for taking 
it between Birmingham and Shrewsbury, and from London to Coventry. 

But Your Committee think that in point of expense the Public will Mt. Freeling’s 
gain considerably by the increase of Post Office Revenue, which must Evidence, p. 49 - 
follow from expediting the conveyance of the Correspondence, in the 
manner proposed, between England and Ireland. In support of this 
opinion they refer to the evidence of Mr. Lees, who has examined into 
the effect of dispatch upon the Revenue, in respect to the correspondence Evidence, p. 45 . 
which is carried by Donaghadee. 

Your Committee beg to observe, that the early arrival of the Mad at 
Holyhead, and the late departure of it from thence, are circumstances of 
much greater importance, in the case of the Irish Correspondence, in con- 
sequence of the interruption which the channel forms to all communication, 
than they could be in any other ; because tlie difference of only half an 
hour raav occasion the whole correspondence to be delayed 24 hours. It 
therefore'^follows, that in proportion as the Mail Coach can be carried over 
its journey quicker than in the time proposed of 37 hours, every advan- 
tage which has already been pointed out will he the more completely 
secured. 



The improvement of the whole of the Road from London to Holyhead, 
as recommended in the First Report of your Committee, will admit of as gee Evidence 
rapid a rate of travelling upon it as upon the best Roads elsewhere. If 
then the Holyhead Mail Coach was to travel at the rate which the Bristol Evidence, p. 51 
Mail Coach goes, that is 8 t miles an hour, it would perform its journey 
in 31 hours; at 7i miles an hour, it w'ould perform it in .33 hours; it 
would arrive at Holyhead at 5 o’clock in the morning, and leave it at 10 
o’clock at night. To attain this object, yourCommittee think every exertion 

ought 
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ought to be made, as it would unquestionably secure a saving of time to 
the extent already mentioned, except when the passage of the Channel was 
interrupted by very extraordinary calm or stormy weather. 

Your Committee think that as the new Piers at Howth and Holy- 
head will admit the Packets to float at low water (which they cannot 
do in the Pigeon House Dock, or the Old Holyhead Harbour) vessels of 
a better construction for fast sailing than that of the present Packets, 
should lie provided. If also a Landing Place for Boats was made on the 
4 «. shore, at the back of the Head, and a Road opened to it from the town of 
Holyhead (a distance of about two miles), the time of crossing the Channel 
might on some occasions be very much shortened, and the regular arrival 
of the Mail be thus further secured. 

It only novv remains for Your Committee to state the result of their 
inquiry into the regulations concerning the Packets sailing from the port 
of Dublin for the conveyance of passengers, goods, and merchandize, to 
England and Wales. 

They find that all Packets are prohibited by the English Act of 
13 & 14. Car. *2. c. 11 . s. 23, from taking any freight or merchandize 
whatever, except with the concurrence of His Majesty’s Customs ; and that 
a similar regulation is in force in Ireland under the Irish Actof 46Geo.III, 
e. 87. s. u. 

The consequence of these restrictions is, that it is as difficult to convey 
a parcel from London to Dublin, as from London to any foreign port. There 
is no coach or waggon-office in London or in Dublin, at which a parcel 
can be delivered, to be forwarded under any responsibility for its safe 
arrival at its place of destination. The proprietors of the Holyhead 
Coaches will undertake to deliver a parcel directed for Dublin, at their 
office at Holyhead ; and if a person wishes to send a parcel from Dublin to 
London, he must in the first place send it to the Coach Oflice at Holyhead, 
by the help of some friend crossing the Channel, unles.s he sends it by a 
trading vessel, which sails once a fortnight from Dublin for Holyhead ; 
this vessel returns from Holyhead every second Tuesday, and is the only 
conveyance for parcels or goods between Holyhead and Dublin. 

's Mr. Willan, the proprietor of the Holyhead Mail and Stage Coaches, ' 

50 - has informed the Committee, that if the restrictions on Packets carrying 
parcels were removed, he would open Offices in London and Dublin to 
receive them and secure their delivery. 

Your Committee strongly recommend the removal of these restrictions, 
which necessarily very much interrupt the communication between England 
and Ireland ; if it should be deemed advisable to dispatch a packet from 
Holyhead and Howth respectively every 12 hours, as the evening packet 
from Holyhead could have no Mail to carry, and as mostly all the parcel 
business is from Holyhead to Dublin, it might be so regulated that the 
evening packet only should be allowed to carry parcels, and in this way 
the conveyance of them by the packets could not in any degree impede 
the sailing of those carrying the Mails, or be inconvenient to the pas- 
sengers who might prefer passing the channel by day. 

Your Committee have confined their inquiry to those packets only 
which sail between Dublin and Holyhead ; but they think the restrictions 
ought to be removed in respect to all packets of every description passing 
between Great Britain and Ireland, as the public convenience by such a 
measure must be greatly promoted, and as it cannot be difficult to devise 

such 
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gucli Custom House Regulations as should bo adequate to pre-rent the re- 
moval of them becoming a source of smuggling. 

Your Committee conceive it will be ol great pnblic utility to allow light j.- .;y. 

narcels, containing writings of value, and Hair Papers, to be carried as 
otters are by the Post-Office at a reduced rate ot postage. Ihe only 
obstacle in 'the way of such a regulation, according to the evidence o 
Mr. Freeling, is the confined space of the present 1 ost-Office in Loinbard 
Street* 

With a view of securing to the Public with all due expedition, the full 
benefit of the improvements recommended to be made m this Report, in 
respect to the conveyance of the Mail between London and Dublin K our 
Committee recommend that an Address should be presented by the 
House, to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, requesting Roytl 
Hmhness to give orders and directions to the Postmaster General to talie 
measures for carrying them into execution. 

Your Committee also think that so much of the Acts of 13 , uCar. II. 
c. 11. -and 46 Geo. III. c. 87 , as impose restrictions on the convej;anco ot 
goods and parcels by Packets sailing between Great Britain and Ireland, 
should be repealed. 

They also recommend, that no time should be lost in altering and 
imorov'lng the Road from Howth Harbour to Dublin, and that tor this 
purpose Commissioners should be appointed to superintend the execu- 
tion of the Work. 

Your Committee have examined Mr. Dodd, with a view to learn what 
advantaire may be obtained by the use of steam-vessels in conveying the 
Mail across the Irish Channel, and though they do not think themsdve. 
competent to give a decided opinion upon the subject, they think his 
evidence shows that the experiment he has tried has been so far successful 
as fully to deserve the attention of the Postmaster General. 

Y our Committee have made some inquiries into a recent regulation of 
the Board of Ordnance, for excluding the Liverpool and Parkgate I ackets 
from the Pineou House Dock ; but the late period of the Session puts it 
out of their power to make any Report on the propriety of tins Regulation. 

They cannot, however, pass it over without stating, that it appears to them 
to be a regulation of such great hardship that it requires a strong case to- 
be made out to justify it, 

21 Junt 1815. 
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No. 1. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Francis Fi-celing, Esquire pp. 40. 49. 
Mr. Thomas Hasker - pp. 41.43. 
Edward S. Lees, Esquire pp. 44. 54. 
Mr. John Willan - ” p- 50. 



Mr. Samuel Johnston - 


- p.51. 


Sir Charles Coote 


- p.52. 


John Rennie, Esquire - 


- P-53- 


Mr. George Dodd 


- P-55- 



Martis, 23* die Maii 1815. 

Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 

Francis Freding, Esquire, Secretary to tlie Post-Office, called in, and Examined. 

F.Fre£]iag,'Esq. "OV what Roads does the Mail Coach travel that carries the Irish Mails to 

' AJ London? — Through Wycombe, Oxford, Birmingham, Shrewsbury and to 

Holyhead. 

What number of miles ? — I think about 27G. 

In what lime docs the Coach perform the journey? — Between forty and forty-one 
hours, including all stoppages, down ; more lime is required in bringing the Mail up : It 
stops two hours at Shrewsbury, i think, on its return. The object of bringing it 
away at the present early hour from Holyliead, is to insure a junction of the great 
Mails for Liverpool, Manchester, and other places at Chester. 

W ould not the nece.ssity ol the Coach being at tbe Head so much sooner, be re- 
moved by the improvement of the Road? — ram of opinion, that by lessening the 
distance, and avoiding many of the steeps and hills, that considerable time might be 
saved in the progress of that Coach. 

WTiat is the distance from the General Post-Office to the Head, through Coventry 
nncl Birmingham? — I imagine it is about ten miles nearer. 

Will you state the reasons why the Irish Mail is carried by the longer Road ?— - 
For the general correspondence; if the Mail Coach to Ilolybead were to travel 
through Coventry to Birmingham direct, and to proceed from thence to Holyhead, 
all the correspondence from London by the Wycombe Road, and by the Henley 
Road to Oxford, including Oxford, a considerable part of the correspondence of 
Gloucestershire ami ^Vorcestershire, for all parts below Birmingham, and for Ire- 
land, would be delayed twenty-four hours. 

IMight not this delay be avoided by new regulations bringing that correspondence 
through Birmingham?-- I conceive not. 

It the Holyhead Mail was to arrive at Holyhead two hours sooner than it now 
does, might not the correspondence from tlie North of England be brought in time 
lor tile Packet, if a new Mail Coach was set up from Chester to the Head ? — 
Certainly. 

Docs not the Bristol Mail arrive in Birmingham so as to have the corres- 
pondence from the southern and western Counties of F.ngland at Birmin"ham in time 
to go lorward by tlie Holyhead Mail, in case it left Birrninghain two hours 
sooner tliun it now docs ? — Certainly. 

Could any new regulations be adopted by which the Ilolvhead Mail mi<ihtgo down 
in a shorter tiuiellianit now does, consistent with due attention to the general cor- 
respondence 
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respondcnce of the countrv r— I think thnt by revising our system, and by "roat cxer- F. Freeliiig, 

lion, we tray pel the Mail Coach to Holyhead one hour earlier than at preaout, lakin" ' * 

care of all the iuiportan'- correspondence which we must of necessity carry by it. l"ol- 
lowing up the same princi[)le on its return, I conceive we might, with the same exer- 
tion, send the Mail Coatii away from IIolYhead one hour later ; and I would even 
attempt to send it away an hour and a half later than at present ; and I think there 
would be no difficulty w’hatever in providing, under such an arrangement, for the great 
and important correspondence wliich I have before adverted ta 



T. Ilashtr, Surveyor and Superintendent of Mail Coaches, called in, and 
Exauiiued. 

HOW many miles circuit road does the Chester Mail take by going through ^ 
Northampton? — It is six miles round in its way to Litchfield ; then it is three niilcs 
furtlicr from Litchfield to C'hestcr ; then it is from Coventry the nearest way to 
Chester one hundred and ninety-one miles to Chester, and the otlier way only one 
hundred and eighty two. 

Upon the average, may we call nine miles in point of time, an hour and a half? — 
We may call it an hour and twenty minutes ; tliis has been settled up<)n the system of 
Mail Coaches, and of the Post; that there being two Coaches that have to run 
down as far as Litchfield, to go to different towns, one being to Chester and Holy- 
head, and the other to Liverpool, we find it necessary to egress upon tlie road 
through Northampton with one of them, and it happened to be the Chester ; and now’ 
j being so we cannot change them, or otherwise we might get an hour and an half 

I sooner to the Head, if the Chester Coach had gone through Coventry. 

Would not the Mail go with greater celerity by way of Chester than it does now 
through Shrewsbury ? — I do not think it would go quicker tlian it does tlirougli 
Shrewsbury, but it might be expedited very much by a bridge over Conway Ferry. 

Do you hapjren to know how long the Chester Mail Coach is travelling from 
Northampton to London? — At present it is what we call an auxiliary coach; it 
to arrives about seven at night at Northampton, and gets to London about six in the 

to morning ; it is just eleven hours at six miles an hour ; it is a Mail Coach no farther 

I than Dunstable. We have had a good deal of trouble with the Chester Mail 

Coach, in consequence of being obliged to accommodate Ireland with a IMail Coach 
through Shrewsbury; it so crippled that Coach that they have never lived by their 
It earnings since the Shrewsbury Coach was eslablislied, and about three years ago it 

it was very near being stopped. I had a great deal of difficulty, and was obliged to 

:at have a great deal of work done at an extra price, in these dear times, otherwise it 

would have stopped in the middle of the winter, and they petitioned to have it done 
'e- by what they called an auxiliary Mail Coach, which was to pernnt them to carry 

he four passengers on the outside from Dunstable to the Head, hoping that by carrying 

be I greater numbers they should be able to augment their earnings so as to get a profit ; 

but not succeeding, at a meeting I had at Lutterworth last Friday, they begged of 
ry the Post-mnster General to restore it to a Mail Coach again from Londtm, which 

sliews how puzzled they are to get on with their business; and all this goes on by 
establishing a Mail Coach the Shrewsbury Road, which has completely knocked ujj 
■el their Coach. 

id. How many miles is it from the Post-Office tlirougli Northampton and Chester 

ey to Holyhead: — Two hundred and seventy-eight miles and three-quarters, 

of If that Coach were to travel at the rate of seven miles an hour, it would arrive 

■e- under forty hours ? — Yes. 

That is in less time than tlie Shrewsbury Mail now takes ?— Ratlier less time. 
iCe Is not that the usual rate at vvhich Mail Coaches travel ? — They are by no means 

regular to a pace. There is one Mail Coach that travels above eight miles an hour, 
3w including all stoppages ; but there ai*e many that do not travel above six, including all 

ne stoppages : The reason of the variation is, because they have a great deal of office 

— business to do on the roads, or from the difference of the goodness of the roads ; the 

various correspondences we pick up on the road very inucli fetters it, and supplying 
33- Gentlemen and Noblemen on the road with their pouches and bags, 

trie Previous to the establishment of the Mail through Shrewsbury, was there no aUemjit 

ars to accelerate and (juicken the Mail on the Chester Load to Elolyhead? — 1 think 

there was, and that we did expedite it a little. 

wn Rut not by cutting oft’ that circuitous road : — No ; and cutting off that circuitous 

or- I road is a tiling we cannot accomplish, for it cannot be altered. 

ice Wiint 
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'“v^noute be eon.iderabls reduced?-No, verj l.Ulo mdccd ; 

XS XrSu t frou, London to C.riielet- About seven ™iles 

rEsSa:SS33Hs:s» 

vnntrv and the general state ot the Koad «cie iinpruvcu, * ^ -i » n.,..r ;_Yhc 

cSer! under Lse eircumstances travel at the rate ot seven nules an hour .-Ye.. 

"l^lttX\froti.freSs for Birntingham go from the General Post-Ofee to 
thar t X -be; g^down by the Liverpool Mail to Coventry, mrd b, a Coach front 

CoXXy to BirmLihant, supplied by flic 

\Vh./hnur do tl ev arrive at IJirmiosla.m r— About eleven o clock. _ , 

AtVhat time doe/the Holyhead and Shrewsbury Coach arrive at Bmnmghamr 

"'tX~^E<bXtr;,.ingba,„ lett^s go from that town to Loudon?_By 
tlie' same Coach as carries tliem tarn Coventry to Biriinngbaiii in the morn ii„. 

At what hour docs that leave Binimighani?— Four in the altcrnoon, 

XXZt hour does the Coventry and Shrewsbury Mad leave Birnimghaui ?-At 

""you taXf M? Teelino's evidence, do flic same objections exist to carrying the 
IlolXad Marthrrngh toventny. in coming from Holyhead to Loiio^m as fliose 

'• t SX lx In ST‘/S:h^tS{aX™ from Holyhead at 

tonght to Shrewsbury so Lrly as five, is because it is hastened - ^ 
f rthpsakeof sending off the Chester branch lor Liverpool Aianchester. , ana 
!o get np thus b/that branch, we do not know what to do with our tune, and yet 

'■'7lXXX"chfX."C'lX1em d from Holyhead to Chedcr tlirough 

CoiiXy thflloivlad hfiil might leave Holyhead souacwliat later than ,t now does ? 

-^xxt:xiisxXx^x:^Xh,woveth^ 

"'docs’ not the correspondence between Ireland and those parts Eigl^d hea^a 

great proportion to tlie ''bole correspondence between Ire an m 

understand it does, bet that is not my province; Mi. I'.eeling will give 

jnlormation upon that than I possibly can. nn an<TPmcnta for 

Would not such an establishment correspond witi p n jj. 

carryim. the .Mails from Chester to the northern parts o Lngla. d 
still must say one word about expense, for it is part ol my duty to nicmion 

“ Xmn ti^’ understand fliat the regulations for the arrii^ls a«l 

lhai l.ie Yiiiimiitoo is lietwccn Chester and the principal towns 

XrXX'of XgSidf“ SS"^w'Sd%cr.s.»ndwith seen rcgulatiim^s 
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would be necessary for a new establishment of this description?— Certainly it 
would. 

Docs the Mail Coach tliat runs at present from Holyhead to Chester, carry the 
Cliester bag to Chester?— No. 

Does it carry the Irish letters from Chester to Holyliead? — It does not. 

What letters does this Coach carry? — It carries the London and bye letters 
intermediate between London and Bangor, to all those towns; and the reason 'vby 
the Coach continues on to Holyhead the last twenty-six miles, is tor the sake of 
passengers and parcels, to reimburse the contractors, not for tlie correspondence. 

How many hours is the Holyhead Mail going from the General Post-Office, at 
present, by Shrewsbury to Holyhead? — Porty-one hours. 

How many hours from Holyhead to London, through Shrewsbury ? — Forty-three 
hours. 

W'hat is the distance from the General Post-Office to Holyhead, through Co\-enti7 



and Siu’ewsbury ? — Two hundred and sixty-four miles. 

How many hours would it take the Mail to travel tliat distance, at seven miles an 
hour? — Thirty-seven hours and tlirce (juarters. 

What are the impediments to it’s travelling the Coventry Road at that rate, 
at present? — The Shrewsbury Mail Coach is allotted for the Oxford Road, and 
most, for the sake of correspondence, go that way. The impediments would be, that 
the correspondence there is upon tlie Oxford Iload^ there is one ferry upon that 
Road, and some part of the Road very indifferent. 

What would be the additional expense of a new Mail Coach from Chester to 
Holyhead?— Not more than five hundred a year. 

Would not the establishment of such a Coach allow a further saving in point of 
time, to that mentioned by Mr. Freeling in his Evidence? — Yes; I should think an 
hour more. 

That is a saving of two hours, or two hours and a half, in the whole ? — There would 
be a saving of two hours from Irondon to the Head, and the same in returning. 

Might not a further saving of an hour and a half be made, if it w ere practicable 
to insure the arrival of the correspondence from the south-eastern counties of 
England at Birmingham, two hours sooner than it now arrives by the ^rewsbury 
Mail?— I do not see how you could accelerate It in any way but having another 
Coach ; but if it could be accelerated, it would enable a saving of one hour, and that 
correspondence would go forward; but all above Oxford, or between Oxford and 
London, would not. 

What would be the expense of a new Mail Coach from London to Shrewsbury, to 
iim through Coventry? — About i,6oo/. a year. 



Jovis, 1* die Junii 1815- 
Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 



Mr. Thomas Ilasker, again called in, and Examined. 

AT what time does the Liverpool Mail reach Coventry? — At forty-five minutes 
past eight o’clock. 

At what time does the Mail reach Birmingham that carries forward the Birmingham 
bag?-— At twenty minutes past eleven. 

If tlie Irish J^Iail Coacli was to go through Coventry to Birmingham, instead of 
through Oxford, what extent of correspondence with Ireland would it leave behind ? 
— All the correspondence intermediate on both Roads between London and Oxford, 
and the collateral branches thereto ; all the correspondence between Cirencester and 
Oxford ; a great part of that intermediate between Cheltenham and Oxford on the 
Worcester Road ; between Moreton-in-the-Marsh and Oxford, and all that between 
Oxford and Binningham, containing parts of the Counties of Worcester, Gloucester, 
Berkshire, Wiltshire, Buckinghamshire, Middlesex, and Surry; Windsor and 
Eaton. 

Is not a considerable part of this correspondence brought into Oxford by the 
Worcester and Gloucester Mail ?— Yes, a great deal. 

295. M At 



Mr. T. Hasher. 
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Mr. T. JIatJcer. At vvhat lime do those Mails arrive at Oxford ? — Between ten and eleven in the 
• 'evening. 

Coiiid not that correspondence be taken across to the Coventry line of Road at 
Towcester, in sufficient time to go on to Ireland by the Mail, if established to go 
through Coventry? — By an additional ride from Oxford to Towcester, it could ; I am 
speaking of the corresixindence that is brought up by the Worcester and Gloucester 
Coaches to Oxford, and what is brought up by the Bath Coach in the evening. 

Does not this form a considerable part of the correspondence of the counties that 
you have just mentioned? — It forms a part, and a considerable part j but I cannot 
say in what proportion. 

If the ride to Towcester was continued to Northampton, would it not arrive there 
in time with this correspondence, to go forwai’d by the several Mails that leave Lon- 
don the preceding evening, to the West and North of England ? — It would not, 
unless it was done faster than rides in general are. 



Luna^ die Junii, 1815. 

Sir Heicry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 

Edward S. Lees, Esquire, called in, and Examined. 

E. S. Lea, Etq. W^HAT office do you hold ?— Secretary to the General Post-Office, Dublin. 

^ J Have you considered the regulations by which the Mails are carried from London 

to Holyhead ?— I’requently ; and for years I have felt convirjced the intercourse was 
callable of essential improvement. 

What time does the Mail lake to go now from London to Holyhead? — I think it 
takes from eight o’clock on the Monday evening till two at noon on Wednesday, being 
forty-two hours. 

If the Mail Coach was to run through Coventry and Birmingham to Holyhead, at 
what time might it arrive there ?— I think the Mall Coach is capable of being brought 
through Coventry and Birmingham, with proper regulations, as early as nine, or half 
past nine in the morning, even in the present very bad state of the roads ; but were the 
roads placed on a proper system, it might arrive at seven or eight a.m. : the dis- 
tance I concluded would be two hundred and sixty-eight miles, wliich, at seven miles 
and a half an hour, would allow thirty-five hours and five miles over. 

At what hour would it arrive at Llangollen, being a distance of one hundred and 
eighty-four miles from London, travelling at the rate of seven miles and a half an 
hour r— At half-past eight o’clock on the first evening. ' 

At what time would it arrive at Holyhead, travelling at the rate of six miles and a 
half an hour from Llangollen, which is eighty miles ? — At nine the next morning. 

At what hour could the packets sail for Dublin under those circumstances?— As 
far as the Mails are concerned, they might go immediately ; but.as long as t!)e Mails 
are combined with the accommodation of passengers, I think not less than one hour ; 
that is, that the packet should be under way at ten o’clock. 

Have you made any experiments in the Irish Post-Office of the time necessary 
to make tlie passage from Holyhead to the Harbour of llontb ?— We liave, and most 
successfully. 

State the result ?— We tried the experiment by sending the Irish Mails from Ilowtli 
for nearly two months, in ihe autumn of 1813, and the result was, although for a 
considerable portion of that time both the winds and tlie periods of tide were unfa- 
vourable to tliat station, more than one-third of the entire time was saved to Ireland, 
as compared with the two eorresponding montlis of the preceding year by the other 
passage; I can go further, and state that during the same period, I have made a 
double passage backwards and forwards in tlie same time as tlic average passage one 
way by the Pigeon House, pr probably less. 

if the Mail should arrive at Holyhead at nine o’clock in the morning, at what 
time ought it to arrive at Ilowth? — lam convinced the average would not be above 

ten 
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ten hours, bringiii<» it to eight o’clock in the evening: if I recollect right, the average 
on the exjjeriinent exceeded ten- hours j but it was tried under most unfavourable 
fircimistances. 

What time would it require to carry the Mail from Howth to Dublin Post-Office? 
—An hour, or less if the road laid out' by the- Post-Office to Dublin was made. 

Could that Mail be dispatched that evening throughor.t Ireland, according to the 
present regulations of the Irish Post-Officer — Certainly not, because the Irish Mails 
are now dispatched from the Office at eight o’clock in the evening. 

If the dispatch of tlie Mails was pi'otractcd two hours, might not tire Mails be in 
that case forwarded throughout the kingdom that evening r — Certainly. 

If, therefore, new regulations for bringing the Coach to Holyhead by nine o’clock 
in the morning, instead of two in the evening, and lauding the Mail at lion th instead 
of at the Pigeon House, were carried into execution, niiglit not a saving of twenty-four 
hours be effected in dispatching tlie Irish letters from Dublin to the interior of the 
country r— Certainly : all the letters which now arrive at Dublin so late as seven in 
the evening, though the Mails are dispatched at eight, we send them through, but 
we cannot deliver tbe letters in tbe Capital in that time. If the Road to Holyhead is 
made, and Howth the Packet station, I am positive as many Mails as now reach 
London from Ireland on the third clay would arrive at Dublin on the second clay; 
tlvdt every Mail from England ought to be delivered at eight on the third morning j 
and that a very great proportion could be sent through the kingdom the second night. 

At what time do the English Mails usually arrive in Dublin, at present r— it is 
quite uncertain : a very considerable portion of them arrive on the third morning 
between six and eight, in time to be delivered with the Irish correspondence ; ot 
course a much greater proportion arrive between that hour and five o clock in the 
evening. 

By the new regulations the letters for Dublin might be delivered to those who ap- 
plied at the Post-Office for them nearly twelve hours sooner than they are at present, 
upon the average ?~I think letters of any great consequence to the merchants might 
be delivered in many cases on the second evening after their dispatch from Ixindon, 
in place of the third morning ; on many occasions the correspondence oi the entire 
Capital could be delivered in the evening, when the passage has been made under the 
average of ten hours j the passage could often be made in five hours, and tiie assort- 
ment of each Mail requires one liour and forty niintes : the dispatches to Government 
could be always delivered. 

Would not this saving of time add considerably to the public Revenue derived 
fi-orn the Post-Office duties?— Most assuredly it would, by multiplying the means 
of correspondence, and creating additional opportunity for writing. 

Have you made any calculations upon that subject? — Not upon the Holy- 
head correspondence, because the interruptions by Holyhead, from the accumulaticHt 
of Mails, has not been so frequent of late years ; but I have made calculations of that 
description upon the correspondence between the two Kingdoms by the Northern 
passage, where within these three years instances to the number of thirteen Mails at 
one time remained due from Scotland : In a Report I made upon that subject, 1 par- 
ticularly adverted to these instances, and ascertained that the Revenue so far sutfered, 
that on"^the night and for several nights succeeding the arrival of those thirteen Mails 
in Dublin, little or no effect was experienced in favour of the Revenue by the in- 
creased postage. It is conclusive that where a merchant receives two or more letters 
by the same Mail from the same correspondent, he will send but one answer; a 
detailed statement of tbe obstructions in the intercourse with Scotland, and a plan 
for tiieir removal, was submitted by tbe Post-master General of Ireland, and parti- 
cular surveys of the Northern Harbours are now making for the improvement of the 
larbours : when that is done, and the other measures recommended are adopted, I 
hope to see the intercourse relieved from its present difficulties, which are much 
gi'Patcr tlian by Holyiiead. 

Would not any expense necessary for the establishment of a Mail Coach to expe- 
dite the conveyance of tbe letters to Holyhead, in the manner before mentioned, be 
very fully coinpeusated by the increase of the public Revenue? — I have luxloubt 
whatever, that the very first year after such expedition was accomplished, the Keveuue 
Would be quadrupled in tlie produce beyond what any reasonable expense of the Post 
Oftice might go to for an establishment of that nature, which I think requisite. 

Can vw give the Committee any information as to the present state of Howth 
Harbour, and the time in whicli it may be made use of, for tlie arrival and dispatch 
of the Packet"-? — lean, as far as tlie Mails are concerned; Hoi^th Harbour lias 

been 
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E. S Lew, Esq. been ready for these two years past as a Packet station ; there have been objections 

- > <in account of the accominodations of passengers, and certainly objections that ought 

not to be lost sight of, to the Packets being yet placed there, but as far as the Mails 
■are concerned, certainly there is none ; for 1 know that at an increased expense not 
•exceeding 500/. the Post-master General of Ireland could, by the means at their 
•own disposal, conduct the whole Packet service between the two countries. 

Is the work there nearly finishedP—Tac eastern pier is nearly completed, and 
I understand the western pier is to be perfected in the course of the next spring. 

Is not the eastern pier the principal protection of the Harbour?— It is ; it was 
long in doubt whether a western pier was necessary at alt. 

fn Yoiir opinion, the Harbour is in every respect fit to be immediately made use 
of as k Packet station '—Certainly ; Passengers would be racouvcnienccd a little ; but 
I think the same inconvenience will be experienced for a time, whenever thdy go; 
there is no hotel, nor any sign of one being built; and I am persuaded none will be 
built till they do go; no one will speculate ; and 1 know a person of very large 
property that would do so, if he could depend on the Packets being there. 

What distance is Howth from the General Post-Office, Dublin?— By the present 
road, it is sev*en miles and upwards. 

What is the state of that Road?— Very dangerous, and part of it very bad ; Jt 
runs under the sea bank, and the sea at high tide runs over the^ Road it is so bad 
that no Mail Coach could safely travel it during the day, and notat all during the night. 

Has any new line of Hoad been surveyed ?— The Post-master General under the 
Post Road Act of Ireland surveyed it, and adopted every means in their power under 
the authority of tbatAct to have the Road made; they submitted their plansand estimates 
to the Trustees of the present Road, who also took the necessary steps, by summoning a 
jury to ascertain the damages for the surrender of the ground, but those damages 
were estimated so high that it was found impossible to submit them to the Grand 
Jury for llie County of Dublin with any liope of success, and of course it was 
abandoned ; the Engineer who submitted it on the part of Government, is now in 
London, Sir Cliarles Coote ; the Post-master General submitted a plan to Govern- 
ment for its improvement ; but it is a Trust Road, and requires the interposition of 
Parliament to effect the object ;• the Road might be made good in two months, and 
until it is done the whole pier is useless to the Post-Office. 

What would be the distance by the new Road? — As well as I recollect, it is very 
littleabovc six Irish miles, the new Road would be quite on a level, there would not 
be anv elevation in any part of h. 

AtVhat time does the Mail Coach leave Holyhead for London.'— At twelve at 
•noon, and sometimes earlier. 

At wbat time is the Mail dispatched from the Post-Office in Dublin? — 
According to the variations of the tide, from six o’clock so late as ten at night ; but 
the Packets often do not go to sea till morning. 

Can you inform the Committee what proportion of Mails arrive in the course of 
one year in lime at Holyhead to go forward to London by the Mail Coach of the 
following day ?— 'J'he last account 1 kept, made them amount to one hundred and 
five in the course of one year, out of the three hundred and thirteen ; I think this was 
in 1812. 

If the Coach was to leavcHolyhead at six o’clock in the evening, instead of twelve, 
would many more Mails, in your opinion, arrive in time and go up by it? — I should 
think from onehundred to one hundred and fifty more, every Mail, upon the average, 
would arrive : under tlie present regulations, near one hundred and fifty Mails would 
have twciity-four hours for the passage ; the remainder, except about eighty, would 
have from twentv-four to twenty hours, and the eighty would have full twenty ; but 
from How til all Mails would be dispatched at seven, and of course would have 
twenty-three hours for passage. 

At what hour would a Mail Coach arrive in London, leaving Holyhead at six 
o clock in the evening, and travelling at t!ie rate ot six miles and a half an hour, to 
Llangollen, and seven miles and a half an hour from Llangollen to Loudon ?— At 
seven o’clock in the morning. 

Mi'dit it not get up nearly an hour sooner, in consequence of its not being necessary 
to stop and dine -at Bangor Eerry, aixl to su[* at Corwen ? — Certainly, and miglit not 
leave Holyhead until seven. 

Might not the rate of travelling between Holyhead and Llangollen be increased 
one mile an hour, by improving the Road? — Most assuredly so, and more, if the 
Holvhcad Road was reduced to the standard of the Irish Mail Roads, which, during 

the 
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tlie last ten years have cost the Post-Office about 70,000 1 for surveys, and E. S. fa., 
for which the country has presented perhaps 500,000/. I see no reason why the '' 

ionrnev should not be performed in thirty-five hours. _ a 

At what time do the letters arrive from the interior of the country in Dublin r-- 
There are eight Mail Coaches each morning, six ot which arrive at six o’clock, and 
two at seven. . . , , . t' , j 

That part then of the correspondence which has to go on to Lngland, remains 
a whole day in Dublin?— An entire day, frequently till three o’clock the following 
lllornin^^ tliat is twenty-one hours before it proceeds to Holyhead. 

If the Packets were to sail from llowth, and the Mail Coach was to leave 
Holyhead at six o'clock in the evaiing instead of twelve at noon, what effect would 
that have upon the expediting the covrespondeuce of the interior of Ireland to 
Envland?— If it ivas tlioiight proper to dispatch the interior correspondence from 
Houth, immediately after its arrival in Dublin, tl.e Packet of course, on several 
occasions, would reach, even under the .present regulations, Holyhead before six 

o’clock in the evening. , xx . r tt .1 -r .u 

What would be the proper hour of dispatching the Packet from Howth, if the 
Mail Coach was to leave Holvhead at six o’clock in the evening i— Proceeding upon 
the average above mentioned, ten hours ; the Packets should be dispatched from 
Howth in the morning at seven o’clock. . - v 

Will not the Packets be able to soil at any time of tide outot Howth r—ies. 

If they were to sail from Howth at seven in the morning, mightiiot that part of the 
correspondence from the interior of Ireland, to go forward to England, be sent for- 
ward every day, instead of remaining, as it now does, m Dublin sometimes twenty- 
one horns?— It certainly might. -j u 

Wha» effect would such regulations have upon the correspondence earned on be- 
tween a merchant residing in Limerick, and a merchant residing m London, if the 
Packets should sail from Howth, and a Mail Coach depart from Holyhead at six 
o’clock ill the evening, and arrive at Holyhead, on its return, at nine in the morning? 
—Combined w ith the arranacments already alluded to, the correspondence tetween 
Limerick and London would receive an increased expedition of forty-eight hours 
between the letter and the answer. . . , t 1 j j 

Would it not contribute to improve the communication between Ireland and 
Enalfind, and very much add to the convenience of the passengers, if a Packet were 
to sail every twelve hours, from Holyhead and Howth respectively, instead of every 
twenty-four 5 — Certainly it would; the accommodation on board the present Packets, 
thouirh they are nearly thirtv tons larger than some of them were twelve or fourteen 
year^ago, isnot near sufficient for the passengers that go between the two countries ; 
in many cases the accommodation is not half sufficient. -n i » t 

What number of Packets are there at present ?— There are seven Packets at 

dJ* the Packets carry any of the Government expresses ?— Sometimes, but merely 
when there is no other vessel in the harbour; the Holyhead regular I ackets convey 

the greater part of the expresses from Ireland. t • u p . uv i, 

Whatother vessels do you allude to? — ^The Packets upon the Irish Establishment, 
which are for the express purpose of carrying expresses alone, except when there is 
no regular Mail Packet. 

How many are there of those?— Two. 

Do they carry I^assengcrs ?— They do not. , j 

Do you know what the annual expenses of that Establishment are . 1 ,400 /. and 

"'’what is" th^ reason the Packets convey the expresses from Ireland and not from 
Holyhead ? — Because the hour at which the Government dispatches them, generally 
corresponds with the hour of discharging the regular Mail. ' 

How are the expresses fonvarded from Holyhead to London . On horseback. 

At what rate r — I believe at such a rate as allows the journey to be completed in 

TV^uld it not be necessary that a Packet should sail from Howth each mining and 
each evening, in order to give the fullest advantage to the correspondence ot Dublin, as 
well as to that of the interior of Ireland ?— It would ; if the average passage 
Howth and the Head could be established at nine or ten hours, it would be worth 
serious consideration, for an object of such magnitude to the commercial interest of the 
Empire, whether the entire principle of the Irish Office, as far as respects the 
interior hlails, should not be changed, and the arrivals be at such an hour 

393 - ^ morning 
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mornintr-as might admit of the entire being dispatclied without delay ; two dispatches 
then nil'dit have great eifect ; all letters put in so late in Dublin as ten p. in. or 
later, might be dispached with the inland letters inthe morning, on board the regular 
Packets, with passengers, carriages and horses ; and by adding one more wherry to the’ 
Irish Establishment, without any charge, hut a liberty to carry Mail Coach paspn^ 
gers only, and no carriages or horses, I am confident the double dispatcli, and all 
packet and express services, could be conducted with case ; in the evening I would 
send all letters that would be put into tlie Post-Office for England in the course 

of the day. • • i r 

What course of proceeding would you recoinraend, by vvay of ascertaining how tar 
these several proposed improvements, with respect to the passage from Ilowth to 
Holyhead, are practicable ?— I vvould recommend that such an experiment should 
be tried ; I should first fully ascertain tlie extent of the water passage between Howth 
and Holyhead, becau«e, was the dispatch from the Capital, as well as the correspon- 
dence from tlse interior, to take place at so early an hour in the morning as six or 
seven o’clock, it would be necessary todistuvbe the whole of the present inland arrange- 
ments tlimugh Ireland, and then the evil that is now sought to be remedied might 
in fact be greater than it is at present ; but I would recommend, in order to afiurd full 
proof to tl ie measure, that a proper vessel should be hired for one mouth during the 
present season, that she should sail from Ilowth every morning at seven o'clock, should 
return from Ut^yhead to Howth every morning at ten ; that a similar experiment 
sliould be tried during anyone of the ensuing winter mouths, and that the result 
siiould decide the measure. 

During tlie time vou made the experiment you have already mentioned, at Howth, 
did morc^Mails arrive in time for the departure of a Mail Coach from Holyhead, 
than for tlie corresponding period of the year before ? — According to my recollection, 
at least one-third more reached Holyhead in time for tlie Coach tlian the preceding 
vear, although the passage at that period was liable to the greatest disadvantage from 
liie wind and tide, the wind being south-east during a considerable part of the time i 
the Postmaster General published a table fif the result. 

Would the proposed improvements with respect to the conveyance of the English 
correspondence to the interior of Ireland, be attended with increased expense to the 
Dublin Post-Office ? — It might occasion some increased expense, but I do not con- 
ceive it would amount to any thing that ought to stop the measure being earned 
forward, if found practicable, and the result of the experiment such as tlie Committee 

wish to establish. , r i r i 

Do not the Packets frequently land their Mails and passengers at the back oi the 
Head ? — They do. , , i • j 4. 

Under what circumstances r — Frequently, when tlie tide of ebb, and the wind at 
north will not sufiei’ them to get into the Bay, and frequently during calm weather 
and unfavourable tides. , . . . 

W’hat distance is the place of landing from tlie town of Holyhead? — I believe it is 
about two miles and a half. 

What sort of a landing place is there?— It is very inconvenient, extremely steep, 
and I should think frequently difficult of access, particularly to females. 

Is it not amongst rocks, and does not the path go over a high precipice? — To the 
best of my recollection that is the case. 

Wouhl not the making of a small pier for a boat to land at, and steps up the rock, 
together with a Road to the town ot Holyhead, bo a great n)e«ans ot expediting the 
landing of the Mails? — Certainly it would. 

At what expense might that be accomplished ?— I have consulted several persons 
at Holyhead, personally acquainted with the difficulties and with the means of ob- 
viating them, and I am assured tlie whole could be accomplished for a sum not e.x- 
ceediiig 350 or 400/. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



COMMITTEE ON HOLYHEAD ROADS, &c. 






Mercimi, 14° dieJimil 18I5. 



Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in tlie Chair. 

Frauds Fredirg, Esq. called in, and further Examined. 

are nut the Holyhead Packets under the controul of the English Post- 

° WlMisl' intended that they shall make use of Howlh Harbour as a Packet 
station !-The improvements at Howth I conceive to be completely under the dnec- 
tlon of the Irish Government ; I am perfectly ignorant of uhat has been done there, 
of hs prcse„; Lness to receive the Packets, or of its future pracUcabihty of receiving. 

*™as the EnAlsh Post-Office had any communication with the Irish Government 
upon the subject r— I think not for the last two years past. ^ 

^kVould not a Mail Coach leaving London at the usual hour, going at the rate of 
seven miles and an half an hour through Coventry and Biniiinghara to Llangollen, 
and from thence to Holyhead, at the rate of six miles aiid an halt an hour, reach 

Holyhead at nine o’clock the second morning r— It would. 

Do you think it pracricable for a Coach to travel at that rate pi should very much 
fear that a greater rate of speed than seven miles an hour could not be maintained so 
lont». for so ureat a distance. , 

Do you take into consideration the several stops that will he necessary, it such a 
Coach ti-ansacted the Post-Office business between London and Shrewsbury r-Cer- 

*°’do\ou mean the business of English coirespondence, as well as the Irish?— It 
must nmurally carry both ; it must not only take the correspondence from London, 
hut all that which is collected at the diflereiit towns upon the road for places inter- 
mediate of those places and Holyhead, and also for Ireland; there are also other 
stoDoatres, namely, for the purposes of refreshment. . , • r j 

Please to inform the Committee of any regulations relative to the caiTiage of goods 
and mercliaudixe by the Packets from Holyhead ?-T ,e Packets are stne ly pro- 
hibited, by Act of Parliament, from taking any freight or meichandize whatever, 
except with the concurrence of the Commissioners of His Majmty s Customs. By 
the Acts t 3 and 14 Charles II. chap. n. sec. 22, a great penalty is attached to the 
inMnimciit of this Act, namely, loof. to be paid by the Master of the Packet, with 
the loss of his place, and all goods and merchandize that shall be 

Mi»ht not regulations be made by which small parcels should be carried by the 
Post-Office to Ireland, at a reduced rate of postage ?-~I conceive that it there was 
a Post-Office siifficieiitly large for all the purposes of this Lslablislmient, a measure 
of that sort might well deserve consideration; and I t.imk particulaily m the tians- 

mission of writings of value, and law papers. , n- • 

If an additional Mail Coach was established to go through Coventry and Birming- 
ham to Ilolvliead. and to transact no otlier business but that be onpug to Wales 
ami Ireland, what additional expense would be meurred r— About i,bool per 

““supposinw the present Coach from Shrewsbury to Holyhead, to eontinue as the 
Holyhead Coach between Shrewsbury and Holyhead, would not that dimimsh the 

exD^se'— It would to the extent of about 600 or 700/. u-jear. 

Supposing, the Coach that runs from London, through Coventry-, to Birmmgham 
for the'^purnose of conveying the Birmingham letters, were to he discontinued, would 
not that also diminish thl excuse ?-It would, but to what extent I cannot say. 

Then in point of fact, the onlv part of the Road over which a new Coach will be 
wanted, would be between Birmingham and Shrewsbury ?— And also a Mail Coach 
from London to Coventry, a distance of ninety-two miles. 

But not up from Coventry ?- Certainly not. 

Do YOU not conceive that expediting the correspondence bet^veen Englaiid and 
Ireland\vould considerably augment the pnbhc revenue?— .Is a general F™ 
certainly ; but I cannot apply that answer to the particular measure 
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frtmew Freeling, because I conceive that in accelerating the Mail to Dublin in the manner proposed, 
a considerable part of the correspondence of various parts of Great Britain uith 

'■ J ^ others, and also with Ireland, must be detained twenty-four hours. As a Post-Office 

measure, I conceive the -Post-mastcr General could nofbe justified in furtbering 
if if His Majesty’s Government should tliink it necessary to take this out of the 
usual rules upon which the Post-Office has proceeded, that is another view of the 
case, and it would 'be the duty of the Post-Office, under tliese circumstances, to give 
every facility thereto. 

State to the Committee exactly the nature of this correspondence, which you say 
will be left behind r — A pai-t of the correspondence from Tetbury in Glocestershirc 
up to Oxford, a i>art also from Worcester up to Oxford, a part also from Glou- 
cester up to Oxford; the correspondence between Oxford and Birmingham, the 
correspondence above Oxford on tlie two lines proceeding through High ^Vyconibe, 
and also on the other line througli Henley, Maidenhead, &:c. ; the two last lines 
which 1 -have mentioned would include all the correspondence from Harrow and 
Eaton, and all places below Birmingbaui, and with Ireland. 

in what manner does the correspondence that you have just mentioned, coming 
from Tetbury, Worcester, and Glocester, reach Oxford ? — 1 think from about half 
past nine to eleven o’clock at night; and are brought up by the Mail Coaches in their 
way to London. • , 

Then the Shrewsbury and Birmingham Mail might also bring up the same cor- 
respondence to Oxford r — Certainly. ^ ^ , 

Might not all this correspondence just mentioned, be earned across from Oxford 
to Towcester, in time for the Mail coming down from London for Holyhead the 
next morning?— Tliere would be sufficient time; the distance, I believe, does 
not exceed thirty-two miles; and an expenditure of about 300/. a year would 
accomplish that object. I think, also, tiiere w’ould be ample time for the letters, on 
their return from Ireland, getting from Towcester to Oxford, to answer every pur- 
pose ; this expense would reduce the evil to the correspondence from Oxford to 
London, on the two Roads which I have before pointed out. 

Does any method occur to you, by which this correspondence could be brought 
forward? — None whatever. 

If tlie Mail that now runs through Oxford to Shrewsbury and to Holyhead was 
continued as far as Shrewsbury, would not that carry forward the coiTes))ondence, 
which you have said would be left behind between Oxford and Loudon r — It would ; 
tlie only correspondence to .be left behind in that case would be tlie correspondence 
below Shrewsbury, and the correspondence for Ireland. 

How- many Packets are there on the Holyhead Station? — Seven. 

How often do they sail r — Daily. 

If it was found expedient to make them sail every twelve hours, is tliat number 
sufficient ?— I should conceive not. 

Mr. Jdhn IVillan called in, and Examined. 

Mr. ARE you proprietor of any Coaches on the Road from London to Holyhead r— • 

John H'illan. yes, of two; a Mail Coach, and a Coach called the Prince Regent 

^ Are there any other Coaches between Shrewsbury and Holyhead-?— There are 

not. 

How are the parcels-carried by these Coaches to Holyhead, conveyed across 
the Channel? — ^The passengers luf^ge goes by the Post-Office Packets, but no 
other ; the rest go but once a fortnight, by a vessel called the Henrietta. 

What is the reason of this arrangement? — I am informed it is a restriction by Act 
of Parliament. 

Do you receive parcels at your Office in London, under an engagement to deliver 
them in Dublin ?— If passengers luggage, to the Post-Office Packk; if other luggage, 
to the Henrietta. 

Have you any Office in Dublin to receive parcels to be forwarded to London?— 
Not under our own direction. 

Do not you consider that this restriction you have mentioned upon the Packets 
carrying parcels, verv much interrupts the convenience of the Public r — Very much so. 

Would it be worth your while to set up more Coaches, or other means of con- 
veyance, if this restriction were removed ? — I think it would. 

Is there any Waggon at present that runs directly from London to Holyhead, 

tlirough 
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tbroiif’li Shrewsbury?— Xonc directly; there is, I am told, a Waggon with three 
horses that goes between Chester and Holyhead once a week. „ 

Did you ever attempt to establish a Waggon from London to Holy head r—Ves. 

What steps did you take towards it? — A Waggon was jM'cpared. _ _ 

Why did not that arrangement go forward ? — It was owing to the restrictions ; 
it was intended to have had several, and to have gone in a shorter time to make a 
delivery in Dublin every other day. 

If the restriction upon the conveyance of parcels across the channel were removed, 
would you open an Ollice in Dublin to receive parcels to be conveyed by your Car- 
riages to London ? — Yes. 

Mr. Samud Johnston, Superintendent of Mr. Wlllan’s Coaches ; called in, 
and Examined. 

WHAT obstructions are there in the way of carrying parcels across the Irish 
Channel? There is no conveyance for merchandixe but once a fortnight, and that ^ 

is on a Tuesday. ^ .,-r tt,- it ....... 

Have you ever been concerned in an undertuking to establish \\aggons between 
-London and Holyhead? — I had one made, but it has not been used m consequence 
of being afraid it would not answer the purpose, for want ot a more frequent com- 
munication. . . . u t V 

Would more than one Waggon be necessary, in your opinion, to be set up, it ttie 
Post-Office Packets were allow^ed no carry parcels and goods?— Yes, 1 think more 
that one would be required ; I should think that three Waggons would be necessary, 

' so as to deliver every other day. . . 

Do you think so many Waggons would be set up, if the re.striction on the commu- 
nication were removed ? — Yts, I do think there would. r ,i i> t 

Would there be any difficulty in making arrangements with tiie owners of t he 1 ost 
Office Packets, for the carriage of the Waggon and Stage-Coach parcels r 1 dont 
'think there would ; but that it would be very easy to make such an-angement. 

Could a Mail Coach, doing no other business but that for Ireland and wales, 
travel at the rate of seven miles and an half an hour from Birramgbara to Llangollen . 

~It could not, in the iwescnt state of the Roads. r . i,- 

What parts of the Road form an obstruction to that rate of travelling f rroin 

Oswestry to Llangollen. . ^ , i,. ■ , a 5 

If that part of the Road then was repaired, the Coach could travel at this rate . 

^ Vould the Mail Coach travel at the rate of six miles and an half an hour from 
Llangollen to Holyhead?— Yes. r^• • u » i .if 

Then if the Mail bags for Ireland were brought to Eirnunghatn by half past ten 
o’clock in the morning, there vv-ould be no difficulty in carrying ffiein on to Holyhead 
bv nine the next morning? — -No, there would not. _ , , jc • 

^ At what hour would it be necessary for a light Post Coach to leave your office m 
London to reach Birminglnim by half past ten o’clock r — It would go dow n m eighteen 
hours : it may leave at four o’clock. , i -r t • » 

Such a Coach, if employed as a Mail Coach from Birmmgham, and if the Irish 
letters were brought down as the Birminghain letters are now brought to Birmmgham, 

•they might reach Holyliead between nine and ten o'clock a second morning . By 

hour would such a Post Coach pass through Ottford ?- About one 

*‘l?the Roads were improved betweeir Birmingham and Iloljhcad might not a 
Mail Coach travel considi-ably faster than the rate you have mentioned. Yes, 
miaht eo near eight miles an hour the whole way. 

So you mean-through Walcsf-Ycs. if the Roads ore made good. 



395 - 



O 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Aj)peudk:-MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



VcneriSf IG* die Junii 1815. 



Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 

Sir Charles Coote, called in, and Examined. 

HAVE you been employed in making surveys of the Road from Dublin to 
Howth ? — Tliere had been a survey made of the Roads, and in consequeirce of the 
great expense of purchasing the ground, tfie original survey was abandoned ; I de- 
signed a new line of Road, which would not encounter these difficulties, by tlie 
directions of the Post-masters General 

Has that Road been made? — It lias not, in consequence of not having been pre- 
sented by the County of Dublin Grand Jury, as the law requires. 

What sum of money will be necessary to make it? — About 3 j 500^* lhat is our 
estimate. 

Is that a new Road the whole way from Dublin to Howth r — No. 

For what proportion of it ? — About three miles would be new, and the reminder 
of tlie money would put that part of the present Road in repair, which would be 
retained. 

Is the present Road a Turnpike Road ? — It is under the Malaliide Turnpike 
Board. 

Is the Malahide Road a distinct Road from the Howth Road ? — Yes ; you may go 
part of the old Road to Malahidej there are two branches that part like the top 
of a Y. ..... 

Is the present Road a safe Road? — By no means ; even in the interior, which is 
not connected with the shore, the Road is very narrow, with deep dykes on either 
sale, and upon the sea-shore greatly exposed to precipices, witliout any proteclioii 
walls ; near the Town of Howth particularly, the ascent of the hill to the Town of 
Howth is all along, for the distance of a mile and an half, unprotected and very 
narrow. I have here a Dublin Paper of last Saturday, which contains the following 
Paragraph : 

“ The stupendous works in progress at Howth, daily attract admiring multi- 
tudes to that delightful place, insomuch that the Roads thither are constantly 
throiisjed with carriages; but the danger arising from this concourse is great 
indeed, as all along, parallel to Lord llowth’s park wall, run a succession of 
precipices unprotected by any fence whatsoever. On Ihursday evening a 
coach, in which were four gentlemen, returning from Howth, was shoved out of 
the road bv a number of jaunting cars, and tumbled over and over till it came to 
tlie very bottom of the dreadful steep opposite Lord Howth’s gate; the coadi 
was broken into a thousand fragments; providentially the gentlemen escaped 
with a few bruises; shotild not a parapet wall be built in this place, or the Road 
be carried through the valley ?” 

The new designed Road would not in any sense be liable to any of those precipices, 
or the expense of protection walls, which is very heavy, because the new designed 
Road would go in the valley along shore. 

What is the distance in the present Road from Howth to the Post-Office ? — About 
eight miles. 

What is the distance by your new designed Road ? — I do not think tlierc would be 
any saving in point of distance, but considerable in point of Uine. 

Does Howth Harbour lie to the cast from Dublin? — Pretty nearly. 

Then the passage to Holyliead from thence would be much shorter than from the 
Pidgeon House to Holyhead? — Yes. 

lias it come to your knowledge that Howth Harbour has afforded protection to 
vessels in bad weather ? — It has ; in the great hurricane in December last, many sail 
of vessels took refuge there, whicli otherwise must have been lost. 1 saw several sail 
in the Harbour, of much greater tonnage than the Holyhead Packets, of double the 
tonnage. 

Did you see any vessels come into the Harbour in that hurricane? — I did not, 
in that hun-icane ; but 1 have seen them enter in heavy gales. 

395- 
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Is there any accommodation at present at Howth for passengers?— But middling 
accoinmodaUon; it would require an Hotel to be built. 

Have you been lately at Howth ? — 1 have. 

Is the eastern pier nearlv linished ?— The eastern pier appears to me to be finished. 
Have the workmen left it ?— I do not recollect; perhaps there may be some 
parapet wall required. . , . , rr > ^ t i 

Have you seen vessels ride at safe anelwrage m the harbour at Howth?--! have. 

It is necessary to acquaint the Committee, that under the existing County oi Dublin 
A6ts of Parliament, they could not raise the money that would be sufiicient to pay the 
purchase of the land for making a new Road ; it would require an Act of Par- 
liament. , , r r> 1 .. -j 

What sum of money would be necessary to make that part oi the Road to avoid 
the precipices?— I should think 1,500/. if the precipices under Lord Howth’s park 
wall are meant. 

John Remtic^ Esquire, called in, and E.xatnined, 

ARE not you the Engineer employed in constructing the Harbour of Howth? - 
I am. , 

W’hat is the present state of the work ?— The east pier is completed, except the 
head of it, on which the light-house is intended to be erected : when I say com- 
pleted, I meam in a state fit to receive vessels ; but there arc several other small 
matters to finish before it can be called thoroughly complete. The west pier is I 
suppose not less than from five to six hundred feet short of its intended icngtii. ^ 

What proportion docs that extent of the pier bear to the whole length of it.-— It 
is little better than a fifth part of it. r> 1 c - r 

Could the Packets at present make use of the Harbour as a Packet btation .- — 1 
should think it is not quite safe at present as a Packet Station, bccatise places where 
there is the best water, and where it is most convenient for Packets to lie, would in 
w^esterly and north-westerly winds be exposed to a considerable swell of sea, because 
the jetty of the east pier-head is not closed in by the present length of the ivest pier ; 
besides, until the harbour light is placed upon the head of the eastern pier, there 
would be no proper mark for vessels to enter the Harbour during the uigiit. ■ ' 

In what time do you expect to have that light-house built?— I should think by next 
summer we should be able to have the Harbour fit for the reception of Packets; and 
if the permanent light-house at that time was not completed, a temporary light 
nii"ht be erected to answerthe purpose till the other was finished. 

T^re the objections you state to making use of the Harbour, such as would prevent the 
Packets from coming into and going out of it during the fine weather?— Certainly not 
Has the Harbour afforded any protection as yet to the trade in the Channel.' — 
The ofiicial reports to me are, that it has afforded very considerable protection. 

From your experience of the Harbour, do you still entertain the same opinion 
as you formerly did when you first recommended tlie plan of it? — I do. 

What sort of anchorage is there within the Harbour r — In the outer part of the 

Harbour there. is exceeding good anchorage. ’ 

What proportion of the extent does that part bear tothe wholer— Aliout a third 
part; but besides that, there is another third which is exceeding good ground to 
lie upon, but not sufficiently deep for vessels to anchor upon ; at low water, m spring 

tides, they would therefore lie partly aground. _ ' 

What number of vessels will be able to anchor within the Harbour w ith good 
anchorage 5 -r From seventy to eighty sail; to the best of my recollection, there are 
about fifty-five British acres enclosed within the piers, and of course there will be 
from eighteen to twenty in the oilier part of the Harbour, where there will be good 
anchorage ; besides these eighty, there might be about eighty more of smaller vessels, 
which would paitly lie a-ground at low water, vessels of from sixty to seventy tons ; 
but if of smaller boats and craft of that descriiition, there niay be at least one 
hundred and twenty of them ; but if the rocks are removed, a like number may be 
put in the place where those rocks now are. . , u 1 • 

Will there be any particular difficulty in bringing a vessel into the Harbour in a 
gale of wind? — I should think very little indeed; I have understood from Pilots I 
have examined, that it would not be difficult. 

Is it vour opinion, that if there was a temporary light-house, and temporary 
buoys in the new Harbour at Howth, it would be, safe lor the Packets to go there 
now till the month of Octobei- ?— I dare say from the present moment till about the 

middle 
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middle of September it might be practicable ; bet at the end of September the equi- 
noxial gales come. 

And' it would be unsafe to April next?— Certainly. ^ . 

Mi.d,t Packets make use of the Harbour till nett September, without any sort of 
iuconvTniencc to the carrying on of the works which arc now- proceeding m to com- 

nlote the iiier ?— They might do it ; tlie mcoiivenience would not be vei y .great ; tlie 
difficulty would be the lauding of carriages, because the railways lying at the top of 
he iilcr, it would be very troublesome crossing those railways. 

Have the works already ctecated, remained perfectly sound, uotwi listandmg the 
severe gales of wind last winter?— Every part of the works that have been executed 
under my direction, have stood completely; tlicre was a small part that was execut^ 
originally with very small stones, has been damaged a htlle, but that will be easily 

“ You'conceive the undertaking has completely- succeeded ?— Completely, as far as 

“ Cao^ffie'full advantage he taken of Howth Harbour, in the present state of the 
road, from thence to Dublin? — 1 tbink not. 

Will a new Road be necessary ?— Part of the way, certainly. 

bVhat is the state of the present Road ?— A considerable part of the preseid Road 
runs along the shore under a steep bank, and I consider it to be quite unfit lor a 

®' wh'Ttkdif state of tlie pier at Holyhead r-It is hi a very forward state ; it has 
succeeded completely to mv satisfaction in all its parts. 

When do you expect it will be completed ?— In the course of next year. 

Edu-ard S. Lees, Esquire, again called in, and Examined. 

WHEN was it that the Postmaster General of Ireland made tlie experiment of 
, sendin- the Wail from Howth to Holyhead ?— To the best of my recollection, from 

sonieti'rnc in July till sometime in September of the year 1813. ... 

Wliat description of vessels were employed?— Cutters of the burthen 
forty tons, or somewhat under, whieh were provided with accommodation to the 
extent only of such passemrers as went in the Mail Coach. _ 

’ Stale e'enerally how far this plan succeeded '—According to the previous and the 
oreseut rMulatiuii, the dispatch of the Wails from Ireland being dependent upon the 
rime of ouf dispatch, varies from six o'clock to ten o clock at night ; bu. several of 
L Mails, tho4h dispatched so early as ten, from the impediments of the bar, do 
not go to sea till threl o'clock the following morning It was represented to the 
pitmasters General, by the person who has supplied them for twenty years past 
whii vesLls that the Harbour of Howth afforded sufflcieiit shelter at any time, and 
the Postmasters General conceived it their duty not to lose a moment in taking 
advantage of it; the consequence was, that dispatch became regular, and at a fixed 

*'°DirtheTOsefr employed sustain any injury, in consequence of the unfinished state 
of ihe works at Howth? — Not the smaUe&t. ^ 

Did tliey injure any part of the works, by running against them?— Not that I 

heard, and I am sure tliey did no injury. .i • 1 , ^ 

Was any li'^ht placed upon the pier to assist them m commg-m mthe night-time. 
-There ivasrprovided at die expense of the Post-Office, and with permission of the 
Ballast-Office, under whose direction all the lights in the kingdom are placed 

Then these vessels were ill the habit of entering the Harbour in the niglit-time? 

~ XVeiVIioUlio works at dial time in a very itnfiiiished state, in comparison to what 
tlicv are now ?-Tlie eastern pier, whieh is a most important one, was not near so 
far advanced as at present, and the western pier was not even commenced. 

Do you think that those vessels might have made use of the Harbour safely, if it 
bad hitai tliought proper to continue them there?— My opiiuon is that they might, 
but that opiiiioS is mJrely formed from the offer made to myself lij the Contractor, 

who supplied the vesaels to continue during the winter season. , „r 

Ilas^there been any communications upon the subject iriade on the part of the 
Postmaster General of Ireland to the Postmasters General of England r- 1 hat arranp- 
nient " as exclusively an I, ish arrangement, and I believe the only commumeation that 
was made to the Post-Office here, was, announcing the intention of the 1 ostmastei s 
General to try the experiment, in order first to prove the efficacy, and to give dm 
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public some advantage ill tliat great national work on the same subject; Ido not re- f- S. L et,, mg. 
member now that we have liad any communication since. ’ 

Then no application has been made by tlie Irish Post Office to the English Post- 
Office, to establish the regular Packets at Howth ?~None. 

' Were there any buoys placed in the Harbour for the protection of the piers and of 

vessels, by the Irish Post-Office?— There were either two or three, provided at an 
; expense, I tliink, of some hundred pounds altogetlier, of which the Packets were in the 

r habit of daily making use; they are now in a place of security adjoining the 

Harbour. 
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Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 



Mr. George Dodd, called in, and Examined. 

'CAN you oive the Committee any information, shewing by what means the convey- itir. 

ance of the Mail across the Irish Channel may be expedited ?~I beg leave to infonn 
the Committee that I have just arrived in the Port of London from the I ort ot 
GiasTow in Scotland, and that 1 have performed the voyage round the Lands-Lnd in 
a vessel that is propelled either by steam or sails, separate or united, and have expe- 
rienced some extremely heavy gale-s of wind and high seas, and I found her more 
sea-worthy than any vessel I was ever in; she is folly capable of going bead to w;md 
in violent crales, and over high seas : I ran into Dublin against the wind and tide, 
and a very^onsiderable sea; I went from Dublin against the wind and tide, and beat 
the Royal Mail into Wexford by about three hours: In Milford Haven 1 ran round 
the Waterford Packet two or three times while she was on her course, and myself 
wriiimr a letter for Dublin. This voyage has demonstrated that steam-engines are 
applicable to propel vessels at sea, in all kinds of weather ; that they have the pecu- 
tiar advantage of going against winds or tides ; that in the event of a calm, when 
another vessed could not proceed at all with the Mails, a Steam-Engine Packet would 
carry those IVIails at the rate of from seven to nine knots per hour. Vessels may be 
so constructed as never to be at the expense of using the steam but when the wind is 
foul, or there is a calm ; they are more secure than vessels that merely depend upon 
sails as by no possibility can they ever be lost upon a lee shore. While I was m this 
vessel (the Thames), off Port Patrick in Scotland, it blew a complete gale of wind, 
and I found her go more than three knots and a half over the sea, and directly against 
the wind ; during a voyage of one thousand five hundred miles, she has passed every sail 
she came up with upon the ocean. Should Government please to have a Steam-En- 
gine Packet, the vessel could proceed to sea from any port, at times when the present 
Packets could not, in consequence of the wind and tide setting right into the Harbour ; 
in consequence of her speed through the water, and her great length, she experiences 
less acritation and motion in consequence of bad weather, than any other description 
ef vessel This vessel has now made two trips from London to Margate, and Has 
never exceeded nine hours and a half, and has regularly outrun the Margate 1 ackets : 

There is neither danger nor inconvenience from the steam-engine, nor any annoy- 
ance to the passengers from smoke or heat. . ^ 

Is there no inconvenience from the noise ; of the working of the engine. I here is 
BO inconvenience from the noise, it does not make so much noise as a gentlemans 



Does she steer well ? — She steers remarkably well ; Admiral Sir Edward Thorn- 
borough said she steered as easy as his barge. 

What quantity of coal does she require to work her ? — I ran her from 1 ortsmouth 
to Margate with one ton of coals, that is a distance of one hundred and Idty miles, 
And she performed it in twentj'-two hours. 

What power is your enginei — Fourteen-horse power, but we work her up to twenty 
sometimes. . 

. 359. 1’ 
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Are you in tlie sea service?— I was originally in the sea service, but am now art 
j eiigijieei ^ ^ carried as much as fifteen toth 

A'”ou reckon a ton necessary to carry you a hundred miles upon an averager Yes. 

■ How many feet water does your vessel draw? — The vessel is seventy-mne feet 
lontr over ail, fourteen feet six breadth of beam, and twenty-two feet six extreme 
breadth of the deck ; it draws four foot, aud from that to four foot six of w ater, when 
she has passengers on board. . , 

What is the tonnage?— She registers seventy-two ton and a fraction, but she will 
carrv more than that ; ahe haa two very elegant cahma, a ladies dressmg room, and 
a steward’s room ; and euch vessels might be fitted in any elegant and convenient 

'°6id any naval officers go on board her at Portsmouth?— Yes. I have a list of 

tlieir names : „ . va a i • i 

“ Admiral Sir Edward Thoruborough, Captain E. Boger, Rear-Admiral 
I-Ialkctt, Captain Page, Captain Skene, Captain Upton, Cap^m lower. Cap- 
tain Hewitt, Sir Hyde Parker, Captain Hawker, Sir James Gordon, Captain 
Price, Rear-Admiral Flemming, Captain Guion, Ca[i_tain Truscott, Captain 
Halliday, Captain Hamilton, Captain Dillon, Captain Honeyman, 

Bovde, the Honourable Captain Aylmer, Captain Jackson, Captain 'ralker. 
Captain Maitland, Captain Maude, the Honourable Captain Napier, and the 
Honourable Captain Baker.” , , , . ,.u 

1 have also a letter from Admiral Sir Edward Thornborough, dated Portsmouth, 
s 5th June 1815, in which be says: 

“ Sir, - 1 am much obliged to you for your letter, and wish you every suc- 
cess ; Captain Hope of the Eiidymion wishes he had asked you to give him a 
tow : I really think you would have moved him at a good ra.te ; for my own jiart 
I am quite astonished at the sw iftness of your vessel. By this I sup^se you are 
arrived in town, therefore inclose you a letter to Sir George Hope ; he wUl leave 
town in a few days.” 

Did these officers approve of the vessel ?— Most decidedly. , 1 k 

'Vl'liat would be the expense of building a vessel fit for a Holyhead Packet 
boat ?— I think a remarkably fine vessel might be built for 6,000 1 . 

■ How many tons burthen would such a vessel be ?— From about ninety to a 
hundred tons, drawing four foot six water. - rri. 

Would it be better fitted up and more convenient than ttie present Packets r— i hey 
would have equal room, the rest must depend on fancy. _ 

You have no births in your vessel ?~No ; because we perform our voyage in the 
day-time ; neither would there be births necessary in a Holyhead Packet, because 
that vovave could be performed in the day-time. , 

Could a steam-engine be applied to an old vessel ? — I would not recommend it, 
as steam-boats, in order to have the greater speed, ought to be narrower in proportion 
to their length; the present object in naval architecture of having the width of vessels 
proportioned to their length, being the facility of putting about, which steam engino 
vessels never have occasion to do, for whenever the wind is foul, it is their peculiar 
merit to be able to run directly against it. , , , j 

In case of any accident happening to the engine, would not the vessel be expased 
to the same danger that other vessels are in bad weather on a lee-shore ? — Certainly ; 
but I brought this vessel one thousand five hundred miles, and no accident happened, 
•and therefore Ido not see the probability of any accident occurring; should any 
accident happen to tlie en;fine, which is not probable, and if properly constructed, 
scarcely possible, Steam-Engine Packets may then sail as well as the present rackets, 
and as fast. , . . , . 

But not so safety, if they are narrower?— They would sail faster by being narrower ; 
I never tiav.e my sails down, unless the wind be right a-head, and then I lower both 
sails and mast, in order to have as little opposition as possible. 



JVppendix 
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